Hope in the Lord
Call: The peace of the Lord be with you.
Response: And also with you.
Introduction:
Our theme for this Collective Worship is one of our Christian Values- Hope. What are you hoping for? An end to coronavirus? To come back to school? To have a good job and a nice car in the future? Or something else?
For Christians, Hope is about believing that what God has promised will happen in the future. We might have to wait for it at the moment, but we believe that God keeps his promises, so we have hope for the future.
Bible Verses:
Here are some verses from Psalm 130:
5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits,
    and in his word I put my hope.
6 I wait for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
Activity: Imagine a city with a wall all around it. Along the wall there are watchtowers like the one in the picture. Inside the city it is safe, but sometimes there are enemies outside who want to attack the city. In the [image: ]








towers there are watchmen, keeping watch all night, so that they can protect the city from attack. 
You could create your own city at home, with a wall and watchtowers. You could use lego, or cushions, or cereal boxes, or anything else you have (remember to ask parents’ permission!) You could use this website to help you:        
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Blanket-Fort
Think about how long the night would be to the watchmen. They would sit and watch and wait. What kind of sights and sounds might they see and hear? How would they feel? Might it seem like the night would never end?
Reflection:
Our verse in Psalm 130 tells us that sometimes we have to wait like this for God’s help. 
6 I wait for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
It might seem a really long time to wait. It seems like a long time that we are all having to be at home, waiting for the end of lockdown, and waiting to come back to school. But the Bible promises that God will come to help us. He has already helped us in sending Jesus for us, and so we can put our hope in his promises. 
Let’s ask him to help us as we wait, and thank him for keeping his promises.

Prayer:
Dear Lord, 
We thank you that we can put our hope in your promises. Thank you that you are with us as we wait for your help. Thank you that you promise to come and help us, and we can put our hope in your word.
Amen.
Call: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Response: In the name of Christ, Amen.
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