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          Malorie Blackman 

 

Malorie Blackman has written over 70 books for children and young people.  She has 

written some science-fiction books but most of her stories are set in our world.  Her stories 

deal with themes such as friendships, self-confidence and learning from our own 

mistakes.  Her books depict black characters of different heritages.  In doing this she 

wishes to help her readers cultivate an understanding of different ethnicities and diverse 

cultures and not just rely on the stereotypical views. 

Style of Writing Specific books/ examples 

 

Use of young black characters in 

her books 

 
Blackman chose not to foreground the issue of 

race and ethnic identity, but rather to depict 

black characters simply living their lives, whether 

in ordinary or unusual circumstances, without 

an overt focus on their race. This was because 

Blackman felt that her publishers were trying to 

pigeon-hole her as a ‘black writer’ who would 

‘write about race and nothing else […] A couple 

of editors did say, "We want something for our 

multicultural list," and I’d think, "Well you’re 

not getting one from me". I wanted a black 

person on the cover, but plots that had nothing 

to do with race per se’ 

Grandpa Bert and the Ghost Catchers 

A Danger Game 

Robot Girl 

Betsey Bigalow is Here 

Ellie and the Cat 

The Monster Crisp Guzzler 
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Use of Onomatoepiea  

 

 
 

- Operation Gadgetman  

 

 
- Grandpa Bert and the Ghost Catchers 
 

- Pig-heart Boy 

 

- Contact 

Repeated Verbs for emphasis 

-Pig Heart Boy 

 

Ellie and the Cat 

Single words as a phrase. 

 
Pig-Heart Boy 
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A Dangerous Game 

 

Operation 

Gadgetman 

  

  

 

Malorie Blackman books to try: 

 Cloud Busting. ... 

 Unheard Voices. ... 

 Pig Heart Boy. ... 

 Hacker. ... 

 Noughts and Crosses. ... 

 Boys Don't Cry. ... 

 Jon for Short. ... 

 Trust Me. 

 The Betsey Bigalow Series (KS1) 

 We’re Going to Find the Monster (KS1/ EYFS) 

 


