
Reception Phonics workshop 

for Parents.



What is the purpose of this workshop?

uTo share why reading is so important! 

uTo share information about how phonics is taught at school.

uTo give ideas to support your children in their reading.

uTo share Bug club online with you!

uTo share Boom Reader with you!

uTo answer any questions regarding the teaching and learning of 
reading.



Why Reading 

Matters!

Teachingchildrentoreadaswellaspossibleproducesadvantagesfor theindividual. Withoutreading,it is impossibletoaccess

writteninformation,onpaperor online. Thosewhocannotreadarealsoexcludedfrom mostsocialmedia. Crucially,being

unabletoreadsignificantlynarrowstherangeof workandlife opportunitiesa personcanaccess.

Childrenwhoaregoodat readingdomoreof it: theylearnmore,aboutall sortsof things,andtheirexpandedvocabulary,

gainedfrom theirreading,increasestheireaseof accesstomorereading. Conversely,thosefor whomreadingisdifficult fall

behind,notjustin theirreadingbutin all subjectsanda viciouscircledevelops. Thisiswhythenationalcurriculumsays:

It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read 

fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education.
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ÁPhonicsis oneof themostrobustandrecognisedways

of teachingchildrentolearntoreadandwrite.
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Phonics involves teaching 
children to hear the different 
sounds (phonemes) that make 

up words.  

For example in the word cat 
we can hear three sounds... 
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ÁWe then teachthe
childrenhow each
of thesesoundsare
representedin print
with a letter
(grapheme)

c-a-t
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ÁChildrenlearnto
1. Recogniselettersand saywhatsound

eachonemakes
2. Blendthosesoundstogetherto reada

word.
3. Saythewordandunderstandwhatit

means.

ÁThisishowyourchildislearningtoread.



Enunciate!
It is importantthat we pronouncethe
soundscorrectlysothat thechildrencan
blendthesoundscorrectly. Wedothisby
makingthe soundspureand takingoff
anyR°¤S®whenwesaysounds.

s not suh
t not tuh
c not cuh
l not luh
f not fuh
h not huh

etc.

Aª¯pWWWF°¤Wga gtuh

suhatuh
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Writingisthesameskillbutin reverse.
1. Saya word.
2. Segment(breakup the word)to heareachsound

(phoneme)
3. Choosetheright letter(grapheme)to writefor each

soundtheyhear.
Á?¢¯U®practicea few togetherp



b a g



r a t



uHoly Trinity C of E Primary School adopts the Systematic Synthetic 

Phonics programme (SSP) of Bug Club Phonics. Lessons are taught in 

line with the planning, resources and structure laid out in this scheme. 

uChildren receive lessons daily.

uAs a school we have a fidelity to this programme, which ensures 

that there is a consistency of practice across all classrooms.

uYou can also access the lessons and resources that we use with the 

children at home!  We will allocate these to you regularly so you know 

which sounds your child is learning.  The books we send home will also 

match the sound your child is working on in school!

How do we teach phonics?



Diagraphs and Trigraphs

Unfortunately in the English 

language it gets a little more 
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have some sounds (phonemes) 

that have more than one 

letter (grapheme) to represent 

it!  

Sounds with 2 letters are 

called diagraphs 

Sounds with three letters are 

called trigraphs.  

Children learn to read and write these words in the exact same way 

as we have just practiced, recognising the letters and saying the correct 

sound they make together.



Children spend a busy year in Reception learning one way to read and write each of 

the 44 sounds in the English language!



In Year 1 children will develop their reading even further by learning there are sometimes 
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Tricky words!
On top of all of this 

children are also taught 

that some words can not be 

decoded with the rules they 

have learned.  

We call these tricky words 

and they best way children 

can learn to read them is 

by remembering what they 

look like.  We show them 

these words daily to help 

them recall them quickly.



Phonic Screening Check

uChildren complete a phonic reading check at the end of Year 1.

u Accurate word reading at the age of 6 is a good predictor of 

future reading success.



This week your child will come home 

with a book bag!

Inside will be a homework book!  Inside 

here there will be an activity to do 

every week at home to help with their 

learning.  

You will also find your log ins to the 

different websites on the inside page.



Your child will also bring home a reading book!  

To start off with children will bring home a lilac book with no words inside.

Use the inside cover to help you share the book with your child.

Children will not get a book with words inside until 

they are blending some simple words g²¢W¡ª©U¯W²}©¯W

them to feel defeated!



We will also send home some 

flashcards for you to practice 

with your child at home.  

Initially we will send home the 

letter sounds and then we will 

move on to sending words.  

When your child successfully 

reads them please tick the back 

of them so we can see they 

have been successful.  we will 

send one set out at a time and 

change them as soon as they 

are confident.





How can you help?
Read as much as possible with your child.  

üRC}­¢©¯®Wwho engage their children in books prepare them to become committed and 

enthusiastic readers: they can transform their attitudes to reading. Their children learn to 

focus and share the enjoyment of the story; they learn how stories start and finish, and 

how a plot unravels and is resolved; they learn that books can transport them elsewhere%SW

üR5ªª¸-related talk introduces children to language that they might not hear in ordinary 

conversation, especially the vocabulary of the book itself. This primes them to understand 

what they read later, in their leisure reading and across the curriculum%S

So read stories to them, with them and get children to read their reading books 

with you daily even if just for 5 minutes.  Short sessions regularly will be better 

than a long session once a week.



You can find some 

top tips on how to 

share story books 

with your child and 

encourage them to 

love reading on our 

website!

https://www.holytrinitycofe.co.uk/reading -with -your -

child /

https://www.holytrinitycofe.co.uk/reading-with-your-child/





